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HISTORIC 

F ranklinPie~~e._Homestead - --- .-- - - --- -- 
AND/OR COMMON 

Franklin Pierce Homestead 

 LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBFR 

Washington-Road (State Route 31) -NOT FOR PUBLICATIOFJ - 
CITY TOWN CONGRESGAL DlSTRlCr 

Hi -h [J.ower Villaee) - - - VlclNlTY OF Seconal - 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

New Hampshire 033 Hi1 lsborough 011 - 
 CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT XPUBLIC XOCCUPIED 
XBUILDING(S) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH --WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT .-IN PROCESS X Y E S .  RESTRICTED 

-_BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE X M U S E ~ ,  
--COMMERCIAL -PAaK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT --SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER 

NAME 
State of New Hampshire, Division of Parks - -- .. - - - - - . - - - - - - - - . .- - - .- Pppp 

STREET & NUPABER 

State House Annex 
- 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Concord - VICINITY OF New Hampshire 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Registry of Deeds --A 

STREET & NUMBER 

Hillsborough County Court&ouse -- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Nashua New Hampshire 

C REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Historic American Buildings Survey ----- 
DATE 

1964 XFEDERAL -STATE --COUNTY -LOCAL 
-- - -- - - 

DEPOSI rORY FOR 

PEcoRDs~ibra~ ----- -- of Congress, Division of Prints and Photographs - - - - -- - -- - - - -- - - - - - 
CITY TOWN STATE 

- Washington District of Columbia 



CONDITION 

XEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

-GOOD -RUINS 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

 ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Franklin Pierce  Homestead is  located on the  e a s t  s i d e  of Washington Road (Sta te  
Road 31) about 100 yards north of i t s  in tersect ion v i t h  Route 9 a t  Hillsborough 
Lower Vil lage,  New Hampshire. The house stands near Washington Road fac ing west. 
The 1 3  acres  of  f i e l d  and woodland now associated with t h e  Homestead a r e  a l l  t h a t  
remain of an e s t a t e  of  severa l  hundred acres  assembled by Benjamin Pierce  between 
1785 and h i s  death i n  1839. Despite the  l o s s  of  so much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  proyerty, 
t h e  h i s t o r i c  s e t t i n g  of t h e  Homestead is  remarkably unaltered.  A grassed parking 
a rea  has been created j u s t  o f f  Washington Road t o  t h e  north of  t h e  Homestead 
but  is screened from it by mature t r e e s .  The lawn i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house i s  
surrounded by an ornamental fence with urn f i n i a l s .  The Washington Road boundary 
of t h e  Homestead is  marked by a post-and-rai l  fence; s tone  walls  def ine  t h e  
remaining l i n e s  of  t h e  13-acre property. 

The rec tangular  main sec t ion  of the  2-story frame and clapboard house was completed 
i n  1804. I ts  hipped roof is broken by two i n t e r i o r  chimneys. Paneled doorways 
a t  the  center  of the  west ( f ront )  and south e levat ions  a r e  topped by f i v e - l i g h t  
transoms and flanked by p i l a s t e r s  carrying a f u l l  entabla ture  and t r i angu la r  pediment. 
The doorway a t  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  e a s t  ( rear)  e levat ion is topped by a simple molded 
cornice,  a s  a r e  t h e  12/12-light sash windows. Louvered bl inds  f lank the  windows 
on the  west and south elevations.  

The wing a t  t h e  southeast  ( rear)  corner of t h e  main sec t ion  may be of s l i g h t l y  
l a t e r  da te .  I t  is  2 s t o r i e s  high with a gabled roof broken by one i n t e r i o r  
chimney. Windows a r e  12/6 and 12/9-l ight  sash.  Attached t o  the  south s i d e  of t h e  
wing i s  a small wellhouse, a square gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e  with arched openings 
on t h e  west, south, and e a s t  s i d e s .  A t  t he  r e a r  of t h e  wing is  a 1-story shed which 
connects it with the  broad gable-roofed barn. 

The main sec t ion  of the  house contains seven p r inc ipa l  rooms. A t  t he  f i r s t  f l o o r  
f r o n t  a r e  t h e  pa r lo r  and dining room ( l e f t  and r i g h t )  divided by a wide s t a i r h a l l .  
A door a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  h a l l  leads i n t o  the  ki tchen which occupies t h e  southeast  
corner of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The r e a r  stairway is s e t  agains t  the  north wall of  
t h i s  room. The master bedroom is  located a t  the  nor theas t  corner of the  house. 
A formal ballroom extends across  the  f r o n t  of t h e  house on t h e  second f l o o r .  The 
broad hallway a t  t h e  center  r e a r  of t h e  f l o o r  is divided i n t o  two sect ions  serving 
the  f r o n t  and r e a r  s tairways.  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l  i s  a bedroom with an 
adjoining dressing room. The wing contains a summer ki tchen,  laundry, and 
s torage  room on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and two bedrooms, poss ib ly  f o r  servants ,  on t h e  
second. 

With the  exception of t h e  kitchen, a l l  of t h e  rooms i n  t h e  main sec t ion  of t h e  
house were o r i g i n a l l y  decorated with s t enc i l ing ;  these  pa t t e rns  have been res to red  
i n  t h e  master bedroom and second f l o o r  rooms. The p a r l o r  s t e n c i l i n g  was covered i n  
1824 with a French wallpaper depict ing scenes of t h e  Bay of Naples; t h a t  paper is 
s t i l l  i n  p lace  and i n  good condition. The wall  paper i n  t h e  dining room is  a 
reproduction of a p a t t e r n  c a l l e d  "Bird of New Hampshire," taken from a house of  
the  same period a t  Peterborough, New Hampshire. Though a few Pierce  items remain 

i n  t h e  house and some period pieces have been loaned by t h e  New Hampshire ~ i s t o r i c a l  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Franklin Pierce,  four teenth  President  of the  United S t a t e s ,  held o f f i c e  during one of 
the  most c r i t i c a l  periods (1853-57) of the  a n t e b e l l u m g p n e ~ a ~ i o n .  Under h i s  adminis- 
t r a t i o n ,  t h e  apparent calm on t h e  s lavery  i s sue  produced by the  Compromise of 1850 
gave way t o  the  Kansas-Nebraska Act, "Bleeding Kansas," and the  renewed sec t iona l  
storms which resu l t ed  i n  the  Civ i l  War. Of t h e  extant  residences associated with 
Pierce,  the  one most typ ica l  of h i s  time and background and a l s o  t h e  one which he 
occupied f o r  the  longest  period is t h e  Franklin Pierce  Homestead. Located a t  
Hillsborough Lower Vil lage i n  New Hampshire, t h i s  2-story frame and clapboard house 
with hipped roof was b u i l t  by Frankl in ' s  f a t h e r ,  Benjamin Pierce .  The f u t u r e  
President  was born about t h e  time t h e  Homestead was completed i n  1804 and l ived 
t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  marriage i n  1834. 

The Franklin Pierce  Homestead remained i n  t h e  Pierce family u n t i l  1925 when it was 
donated t o  t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire. Restored i n  1945-50 and again i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1960ts,  the  Homestead is open t o  t h e  public from nine t o  f i v e  d a i l y  (except Sunday) 
from t h e  t h i r d  week i n  June through Labor Day. 

His to r i ca l  Backaround 

Benjamin Pierce  moved t o  Hillsborough, New Hampshire, from Massachusetts i n  1785 and 
began assembling an e s t a t e  which eventually included severa l  hundred ac res .  He 
was a farmer, tavernkeeper, p o l i t i c i a n ,  and loca l  m i l i t i a  leader and l a t e r  served 
two annual terms as  Governor of New Hampshire (1827 and 1829). In  1804 Pierce began 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ~ o f , a ~ ~ ~ ~ t a n t i a l ~ ~ ~ ~ u s e  ( the  present  Pierce  Homestead) a t  Hillsborough lower 
Vil lage.  On November 23 of t h a t  yfar  h i s  four th  son, Franklin, was born. I t  has been 
suggested ;hat t h e  b i r t h  tookbplacp i n  the  new house but ,  according t o  family t r a d i t i o n ,  
Franklin w q s  brought. t h e r e  as:-an 3 p f a n t .  

j ..t. ?. I 
The young t i e r c e  a t e n d e d  a..loctz+l grammar school and then academies a t  nearby Hancock 
and Francegtown. Followi~g,~is,~r~duation from Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, 
i n  1824, he read law a t  Portsmb$k9 New Hampshire, Northampton, Massachusetts, and 
Amherst, ~ e w  ~Ampshire. Admitted 'to the  bar i n  1827, he returned t o  Hillsborough and 
opened a law o f f i c e  i n  a converted shed across the  s t r e e t  from h i s  family home. Two 
years l a t e r ,  P ierce ,  a Democrat, was e lec ted  t o  t h e  New Hampshire House of Represen- 
t a t i v e s  and served a s  speaker of t h a t  body i n  1831 and 1832. 

In  1833 Pierce  was e lec ted  t o  the  United S t a t e s  House of Representatives and i n  
1837 t o  the  Senate, where he was the  youngest member (32 years old) a t  t h e  time o f  
h i s  e l ec t ion .  I n  Congress he won a reputa t ion as  a s o l i d  Democratic Party man. In  
1834 Pierce married Jane Means Appleton of Amherst, New Hampshire; they were t o  
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The boundaries of t h e  nat ional  h i s t o r i c  landmark designation f o r  t h e  Franklin Pierce  
Homestead a r e  those of  the  13-acre h i s t o r i c  s i t e  administered by t h e  New Hampshire 
Division o f  Parks, a s  shown i n  red on t h e  accompanying survey map; bounded westerly 
by Washington Road ( S t a t e  Road 31) 768 f e e t ;  nor ther ly  by land of one Gilmore i n  
sec t ions  of 653 and 272 f e e t ;  e a s t e r l y  by land of Gilmore 331 f e e t ;  nor ther ly  by 
land of Gilmore i n  sec t ions  of  220 and 62 f e e t ;  e a s t e r l y  by land of Gilmore i n  
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Soc i e ty ,  t h e  Homestead i s  l a r g e l y  unfurn ished .  However, t h e  New Hampshire Divis ion 
of  Parks hopes t o  t r a c e  a d d i t i o n a l  P i e r c e  i tems and acqu i r e  o t h e r  app rop r i a t e  
p i eces  a s  funds al low.  

The P i e r c e  Homestead had been a l t e r e d  somewhat and allowed t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  
be fo re  i t  was given t o  t h e  S t a t e  of New Hampshire i n  1925. A t  t h a t  t ime a  one- 
s t o r y  porch was removed from t h e  west and south  e l eva t ions  and necessary  e x t e r i o r  
r e p a i r s  were made. Research on o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s , r e p a i n t i n g ,  and r e s t o r a t i o n  of 
t h e  s t e n c i l s  was done i n  1945-50. Another ex t ens ive  r e s t o r a t i o n  was c a r r i e d  ou t  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  19601s ,  inc lud ing  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  new s i l l s  and ca r ry ing  members 
throughout t h e  house, and replacement of  t h e  large-pane window sash  added during 
t h e  l a t e  19 th  cen tury .  A hea t ing  system and f i r e  alarm were a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  
and t h e  wi r ing  was a l t e r e d  t o  provide minimal and concealed o u t l e t s .  Major 
s t r u c t u r a l  r e p a i r s  were a l s o  made t o  t h e  barn  dur ing  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  S ince  t h e  
completion o f  t h i s  work, t h e  house has  remained i n  e x c e l l e n t  cond i t i on .  
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have t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  none of  whom l i v e d  t o  adul thood.  About t h e  t ime o f  h i s  
marr iage,  P i e r c e  bought a  house i n  Hil lsborough bu t  i n  1838 changed h i s  res idence  
t o  Concord, New Hampshire. 

P i e r c e  res igned  from t h e  Sena te  be fo re  t h e  end o f  h i s  term and r e tu rned  t o  
Concord where, from 1842 t o  1846, he p r a c t i c e d  law and served  a s  Federal  D i s t r i c t  
Attorney f o r  New Hampshire (1845-46). Also t ak ing  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  S t a t e  
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  he  opposed t h e  a b o l i t i o n  movement because he f e l t  it con t r ibu t ed  
t o  n a t i o n a l  d i v i s i v e n e s s .  I n  1845 h e  tu rned  down an o f f e r  by t h e  Governor t o  
complete t h e  unexpired p o r t i o n  of  a  U.S. Sena to r ' s  term and t h e  nex t  yea r  r e j e c t e d  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  U.S. Attorney General,  p ro fe r r ed  by Polk,  

On t h e  outbreak of  t h e  Mexican War (1846-48), P i e r c e  e n l i s t e d  a s  a  p r i v a t e ,  
bu t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  prominence quick ly  won him t h e  rank of  b r i g a d i e r  genera l  
under Winfield S c o t t .  He took p a r t  i n  S c o t t ' s  advance toward Mexico C i ty  and was 
i n j u r e d  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of  Cont re ras .  Back i n  Concord i n  1848, P i e r c e  r e j e c t e d  an 
o f f e r  o f  t h e  Democratic gube rna to r i a l  nomination. He cont inued h i s  l e g a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  working t o  g a i n  suppor t  f o r  t h e  Compromise of  1850 i n  t h e  S t a t e  
and se rv ing  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convention (1850). 

I n  1852 P i e r c e  won t h e  Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l  nomination on t h e  49th b a l l o t  a s  
a  "dark horse" a f t e r  t h e  convention was unable  t o  ag ree  on any one of t h e  t h r e e  
major cand ida t e s :  Lewis Cass,  James Buchanan, and Stephen A .  Douglas. Both 
t h e  Democrats and t h e  Whigs were t oo  badly  d iv ided  f o r  any r e a l  p a r t y  i s s u e s  t o  
appear  i n  t h e  campaign. The primary ques t i on  f o r  t h e  v o t e r s  was t h e  f i n a l i t y  of 
t h e  Compromise o f  1850. Though both p a r t i e s  dec l a r ed  themselves i n  favor  of 
t h i s  measure, t h e  Democrats were more f i rmly  u n i t e d  i n  i t s  suppor t ,  and P i e r ce  
de fea t ed  h i s  opponent and former commander, Winfield S c o t t ,  by a  wide ma jo r i t y .  
However, f o r  P i e r c e  t h e  v i c t o r y  was overshadowed by t h e  dea th  of h i s  l a s t  su rv iv ing  
c h i l d ,  a  boy o f  13, i n  a  t r a i n  wreck. P i e r c e  took o f f i c e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  g r i e f  
and nervous exhaust ion,  and h i s  wife was unable  t o  a t t e n d e % h e  inaugu~ation. 

.Pierce appointed an i n t e r s e c t i o n a l  cab ine t ,  bu t  r e l i e d  p r imar i l y  on pro-  
southern  a d v i s e r s  and h i s  f a t h e r .  H i s  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  and expansionism i n  f o r e i g n  
a f f a i r s  and h i s  pro-southern domestic p o l i c i e s  i r r i t a t e d  no r the rne r s ,  who f ea red  
a t tempts  t o  extend s l a v e r y  i n t o  new a r e a s .  P i e r c e ' s  a t tempt  t o  purchase Cuba 
from Spain ended i n  f a i l u r e  and p o l i t i c a l  embarrassment when a  s e c r e t  memorandum 
of  a  d i s cus s ion  on t h a t  s u b j e c t  among U .  S .  diplomats  i n  Europe, d r a f t e d  by U .  S .  
Min i s t e r  t o  B r i t a i n  James Buchanan, leaked o u t .  Known a s  t h e  Ostend Manifesto,  
i t  advocated t h e  use  of  f o r c e  i f  necessary  t o  acqu i r e  Cuba and s t r e s s e d  t h e  
va lue  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a s  a  new base  f o r  s l a v e r y .  Also provoca t ive  t o  t h e  North-- 
though t h e  apparent  r a t i o n a l e  was f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  cons t ruc t ion  of  a  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  
r a i l r o a d  along a  southern  route--was P i e r c e ' s  sponsorsh ip  of  t h e  Gadsden Purchase 

(1 853) , through which t h e  United S t a t e s  acquir  ed t h e  southern  s t r i p  of the present 
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Arizona and t h e  sou theas t e rn  corner  o f  New Mexico from Mexico f o r  $10 m i l l i ~ n .  

The North was f u r t h e r  angered by t h e  Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), introduced 
by Sena tor  Stephen A .  Douglas, which d iv ided  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s e t t l e d  c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Louis iana Purchase i n t o  s e p a r a t e  Kansas  and^ Nebraska T e r r i t o r i e s .  
The p r i n c i p a l  i n t e n t  of t h e  a c t ,  l i k e  t h a t  of t h e  Gadsden Purchase,  was t o  
a i d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d ,  t h i s  one from Douglas' home 
s t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  through Nebraska t o  t h e  P a c i f i c .  Mindful of  Democratic 
s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  south ,  Douglas included i n  t h e  b i l l  t h e  p rov i s ion  t h a t  s e t t l e r s  
i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  could dec ide  f o r  themselves,  by t h e  process  of  popular  
sovere ign ty ,  whether Kansas and Nebraska would e n t e r  t h e  Union a s  s l a v e  o r  f r e e  
S t a t e s .  

P i e r c e  supported and s igned  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  hope t h a t ,  i f  Kansas were 
admit ted a s  a  s l a v e  and Nebraska a s  a  f r e e  S t a t e ,  bo th  North and South would 
be  m o l l i f i e d .  In s t ead ,  t h e  a c t  reopened t h e  whole ques t i on  of  extending s l a v e r y  
i n t o  t h e  West. A storm o f  p r o t e s t  r o s e  from t h e  North s i n c e ,  by pe rmi t t i ng  
s l a v e r y  no r th  of 36O30' North La t i t ude ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  repea led  t h e  
Missouri  Compromise of  1820. There was l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  Nebraska would e n t e r  
t h e  Union a s  a  f r e e  S t a t e  bu t  bo th  pro-and a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e t t l e r s  poured i n t o  
t h e  Kansas T e r r i t o r y .  Sporadic  g u e r i l l a  war fa re  broke o u t  between t h e  two 
f a c t i o n s ;  e l e c t i o n s  were o f t e n  f r a u d u l e n t l y  conducted and v i o l e n t l y  d i sputed .  
B i t t e r  deba tes  i n  Congress r e f l e c t e d  t h e  r eg iona l  t u rmo i l .  Though P i e r c e  
c r ea t ed  temporary peace i n  1856 by sending i n  Federal  t roops  and appoin t ing  a  
new t e r r i t o r i a l  governor,  h i s  general handl ing of t h e  Kansas controversy was 
widely c r i t i c i z e d  and t h e  Democratic Nat ional  Convention of  t h a t  yea r  chose 
t h e  l e s s - c o n t r o v e r s i a l  James Buchanan a s  i t s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  candida te .  

P i e r c e  r e tu rned  t o  New Hampshire i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1857 bu t  l e f t  i n  November 
on a  l e i s u r e l y  t o u r  o f  Europe t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  summer of  1859. He spent  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  next  yea r  i n  Nassau and then  r e tu rned  permanently t o  
Concord. S t i l l  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of h i s  p o l i c i e s  a s  P re s iden t ,  he 
opposed t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h e  r i s e  of  a n t i - s l a v e r y  m i l i t a n c e  i n  t h e  North. 
H i s  outspoken c r i t i c i s m  of Lincoln and h i s  denuncia t ion  of  t h e  Emancipation 
Proclamation r e s u l t e d  i n  s c a t h i n g  censure,  even i n  h i s  home community. The dea th  
o f  h i s  wi fe  i n  1863 and t h a t  of  h i s  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d  Nathaniel  Hawthorne t h e  
fol lowing yea r  were s eve re  blows f o r  P i e r c e .  B i t t e r  and i n  poor h e a l t h ,  he 
remained i n  v i r t u a l  i s o l a t i o n  a t  Concord u n t i l  h i s  own dea th  on October 8 ,  1869. 

The F rank l in  P i e r c e  Homestead remained i n  t h e  P i e r ce  family u n t i l  1925 when i t  
was acqui red  by t h e  S t a t e  o f  New Hampshire. The house was r e s t o r e d  i n  1945-50 
wi th  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  New Hampshire Federa t ion  o f  Women's Clubs and 
s u b s t a n t i a l  work was done by t h e  S t a t e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960's .  The Homestead i s  
now i n  e x c e l l e n t  phys i ca l  cond i t i on  bu t  l a r g e l y  unfurnished.  I t  i s  open t o  t h e  
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p u b l i c  from n ine  t o  f i v e  d a i l y  (except Sunday) from t h e  t h i r d  week i n  June 
through Labor Day. 
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s e c t i o n s  o f  77 and 187 f e e t ;  sou the r ly  by Old Road t o  Bib le  H i l l  (abandoned) and 
land of  G .  E v e r e t t  Seaver  79 f e e t ;  sou the r ly  aga in  by s a i d  road and land o f  
Seaver  and of  Davision 438 f e e t ;  sou the r ly  aga in  by land o f  Davision i n  s e c t i o n s  
of  265 and 96 f e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  beginning.  

Note: a l l  o f  t h e  above l i n e s  except  t h a t  along Washington Road a r e  marked by 
s t o n e  w a l l s .  
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